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Welcome to the summer term edition of The Walters Front, the Walters PA newsletter.  If you haven’t 
seen The Walters Front newsletter before, then you can find back copies, as well as information on 
the PA  on the Walters House PA webpage: http://www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/walters-pa/   
 
As the school year draws to a close, we reflect on a busy year for the Walters PA.  Since the last 
newsletter we’ve had a parents’ night out at the Maekong Thai in Bromsgrove in January, followed by 
the inaugural and highly successful quiz night which raised almost £300 for the PA in March. 
 
Have a great summer everyone and we hope to see as many of you as possible at the Walters’ PA 
gazebo at Commem – look out for the new Walters flag!  Welcome to all the new boys and parents 
joining in September and good luck to those who are graduating from Walters. 
                   

Summer BBQ and leavers’ presentations 

 
Part of the Walters calendar year, this year’s summer event took place on 19 June and as usual we 
were lucky to have chosen a beautiful summer evening.  The five-a-side tournament was won by the 
upper sixth team, and parents and pupils from all year groups caught up over Pimms and a 
barbecue on the Parade Ground before assembling in front of Walters House for Mr Wilkins’ review 
of the upper sixth formers and a wry take on their time in Walters.  The event raised just over £100 
for Walters PA funds. 
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PA anyone? 
 
Without wanting to wish away the summer, one of our most pressing jobs is to bring more people onto 
the PA.  As boys progress through the School, we need new people to ensure that the PA is 
representing all year groups, and to support continuity and succession planning.  You don’t need to 
commit a lot of time as we have a great team ethos running in the PA, plus it’s a great way to get to 
know people and the school.  Our Chair Delia Stokes is especially interested to hear from anyone who 
may be interested sharing the top job.  As a mum of four Walters boys, Delia could be forgiven for 
thinking about handing over the baton.  She’s been involved with the Walters’ PA for six years now 
and with her youngest son joining Walters in September, then she may potentially be in the role for 
eleven years in total unless there is a willing successor, not a fate we would wish on anyone!  If you’d 
like a quick chat about that then please get in touch via Mr Wilkins or email pa-walters@hotmail.co.uk 
 

School liaison 

 
The school liaison committee meets each term, with each House invited to send along two 
representatives, providing parents the opportunity of voicing opinions and concerns.  Since the last 
Walters Front, there have been two liaison meetings and  we’ve summarised below the items 
discussed which impact on Walters: 
 
21 May 2015 liaison meeting – attended by Delia Stokes for Walters 
 

 Discussion around notification of house allocation for year 8 pupils joining Senior School and 
the DHM said this would be reviewed by his successor in 2016; 

 A request from a parent in Lyttelton to ensure that team selection is fair.  Some parents 
expressed the view that coaches paid too little attention to rising stars in lower teams who 
may be capable of making the transition to a higher team and felt there needs to be a 
greater emphasis on coaching the B teams; 

 Disappointment expressed that School did not allow commemorative wear for national 
sporting finals and asked this to be looked at; 

 Concern expressed about the access to the steps in the swimming pool which were not 
deemed easy to navigate; 

 Ongoing concerns about sixth formers using the main school car park and causing 
congestion; 

 Some issues around the new kitchens and queues forming at lunchtime, but understandably 
the new dining facilities will become fully operational from September 2015, so 
representatives urged to reserve judgement until then; 

 The treasurer presented her report on PA funds.  Support has been given to the drama 
department’s performance of Lear at the Edinburgh Festival and also for a book on the 
School 1939 to 1945. 

 
5 March 2015 liaison meeting – attended by Morag Ross for Walters 
 

 Calls for a ‘what’s on’ of social events will be investigated; 

 Catering deemed to be much improved since the new caterers came on board; 

 The Academic Deputy will look at how the school can improve exam arrangements for pupils 
who qualify for extra time and the need to ensure that attention is not drawn unnecessarily to 
those pupils, also to ensure that where the school is timetabling mock exams, the day is not 
overloaded with exams which will lead to excessive hours for those who qualify for extra 
time; 

 School agreed to look at how to improve systems for repatriating lost property; 

 A request for long term notification of school trips to allow parents to plan and budget 
effectively; 

 A request for greater clarity on communications – the DHM noted that the House system 
should be the first point of contact for parents who wished to raise an issue; 

 PA funds were voted for CCF and D of E tents and trangias, the Edinburgh Festival Lear 
production, a hockey camera, rugby coats, percussion and two plaques; 
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 One representative asked why Bromsgrove does not formalise work experience for pupils 
post GCSE and in the Lower 6th.  The DHM said school was looking at how the OB network 
could  
support but indicated that the school is not in a position to make this a fixed part of the 
school year, rather pupils need to take some initiative; 

 The school will revisit the future direction of the PA and liaison committee once the DHM’s 
successor is in place. 

 
The 2015/16 meetings will take place on the following dates at the Old Chapel at 7.30pm: 
  

1. Thursday 19 November 2015 
2. Thursday 3 March 2016 
3. Thursday 26 May 2016 

 
If you are interested in attending on behalf of Walters or would like to put a question to the committee, 
please email pa-walters@hotmail.co.uk 

200 club and PA funds 

 
The families who have been 200 club winners from the draws in 2014/15 are: 
 
First prize winners Stokes, Nolan, Ross, Hammond, Webber-Goldby 
Second prize winners  Buckley, Stokes, Brookes, Phillips, Ross 
Third prize winners Edge, Townsend, Oliver, Boothroyd, Hubscher 

 
For those with sons who are returning or joining Walters in September, belonging to the 200 Club is 
very simple and helps hugely to raise funds for the PA to buy all those little extras for the house! 
Numbers can be bought for £5 each and will be entered in to the draws of the current academic 
year. The more numbers you buy, the more chances you have of winning! This is an ideal way 
to support the house especially if you are unable to attend all/any of the PA fund raising events. 
Surplus Walters funds this year have been used to help fund the boys’ paintballing event in October, 
a new speaker for the day room, cutlery and additional Walters’ kit for inter-house sporting activities.  
   

Life after Walters 

 
We caught up William Bedford-Russell who was in 
Walters between  2008 and 2013 to find out what he’s 
been up to since leaving Bromsgrove School: 

 
What were the best things about Walters? 
There was a good atmosphere, I always felt comfortable in Walters and I think it’s important, 
especially as you’re growing up.  It was a place we could get away from the pressures of school, 
or deal with them. I remember laughing a lot in the house.  Dan creates a real bond with each lad 
and we had good fun.  I’m happy to call him a friend now.  And it also had a toaster. 
 
What did you do when you left Bromsgrove? 
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I got on a plane the day after school finished for a three month trip round South East Asia.  Then I 
worked at various jobs whilst auditioning for acting school.  I was accepted into Mountview 
Academy of Performing Arts where I have just started the BA acting course.  It’s fab! 
 
What advice would you give to the Walters’ boys now? 
Good choreography is a must if you want to win the House song competition. Listen to Dan – he is 
wise. Be nice to Lesley – she is a saint! 
 

 

 

Remembering our dear friend Vivien 
 

 
Many of you will have heard the sad news that Vivien Moore, 
Alex’s mum (Ws 2009 to 2014) passed away following a long 
illness in April 2015.  Vivien was actively involved in Walters’ PA 
throughout Alex’s time at Senior School and we remember with 
great fondness her sense of humour and ‘can do,’ no-nonsense 
approach to life.  Viv was also an amazing organiser and helped 
to get many of our events off the ground.  We are proposing that 
some of the funds raised at the first Walters Ball (more of that 
later) will be donated to a charity close to Viv’s heart in memory 
of a truly remarkable lady. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What’s coming up? 
 

Here are some dates for your diary and it would be great to see some new faces.  If you’ve never 
been to a Walters event before, why not bite the bullet?  Full details will be emailed in the new term: 
 

 Friday 18 September – cheese and wine in the hospitality suite, to include the AGM.  We 
promise the formal bit won’t take long! Kicks off at 5pm. We’ll organise football and pizza for the 
boys at the same time. 

 Friday 16 October – social event for Walters’ families, details TBA, but save the date 

 Monday 14 December – Christmas drop-in at Walters, from 5pm 

 January/February 2016 – the first Walters’ Ball in a few years. We have a mini committee 
who will make the arrangements and really hope parents will support it.  Details to follow in the 
new term 
 

If you have any ideas and suggestions for content of the next newsletter, or comments on 
this edition, please email angiewebber.goldsby48@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

Will Bedford-Russell 

(centre) 


